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Manna Gum Community House has received a grant from the Adult, Community and Further Education 
(ACFE) Board’s Capacity and Innovation Fund for a Youth Engagement Project (YEP).  
 
The project steering group met for the first time today in Foster to discuss the existing youth services in 
the area and how to reach out to local young people that may benefit from this project. 
 
YEP aims to engage with young people in the local district and develop innovative, new education 
programs to support pathways to further education and employment. 
 
The funding enables Manna Gum Community House to employ two people for twelve months which will 
include a Community Engagement Leader, Susan Burke and Community Education Teacher, Louisa Vale.  

Sue Burke has worked with young people in the corporate, arts, education and community sectors for 
many years.  Previously, as the School Focused Youth Service Coordinator in Shepparton, 
she collaborated with others to develop many innovative projects.  Diverse activities assisted vulnerable 
young people to overcome barriers and reengage with communities and learning.   She is looking 
forward to working with the Corner Inlet community to enhance future directions for our young people.  

Louisa Vale is already engaged as a teacher at Manna Gum Community House and delivers the free 
Training and Information Pathways Service (TIPS). She has worked extensively with young people 
through Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning programs in the past as well as working as a volunteer 
with outdoor festivals and events. Louisa is an experienced community education teacher with a 
Masters in Adult Education, and in 2006 she was awarded Adult and Community Further Education 
Teacher of the Year. 
 
‘We have a great team working on this project and we are excited about the prospect of developing new 
and innovative programs to assist young people in our local area,’ said Rebecca Matthews, Manna Gum 
Community House Community Development Coordinator. 'We are very lucky in Victoria to have the 
funding to deliver pre-accredited education, which provides valuable support for people facing barriers 
to further education or employment.' 
 
‘Barriers facing our young people include access to transport, services and digital technologies. We are 
actively engaging with youth services such as the Youth Assist Clinic in Foster to provide the necessary 
wrap-around support for the young people we engage with.’  
 



‘We will form focus groups with young people in the area, and ask them what they want for their future. 
Young people will assist with the co-design of our new programs.’ 
 
‘The program design will also be informed by areas of industry skills shortage that the ACFE Regional 
Office have identified for Gippsland such as hospitality, health and IT.’ 
 
The project will conclude in July 2018. Youth Engagement Project enquiries, please email 
sueburke@dcsi.net.au 
 
Media Contact: Rebecca Matthews 0439 872 883 / mannagum@dcsi.net.au 
 
Visit the website: mannagumcommunityhouse.org.au 

Pictured L-R: Wendy Major, Executive Officer South Gippsland and Bass Coast Local Learning and 

Employment Network, Amy Rogers, Bush Link Mobile Children’s Network, Marg O’Donnell, Careers and 

Pathways, Bronwyn Clifton, Student Wellbeing Leader Foster Secondary College, Luke Haustorfer, 

Principal Toora Primary School, Louisa Vale, YEP Education Enabler, Sophie Dixon, Community 

Strengthening Support Officer, South Gippsland Shire Council, Sue Burke YEP Community Engagement 

Leader, Rose Zohs, Psychologist, Rebecca Matthews, MGCH Community Development Coordinator 
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